wt2001 8.1 Oneness in Faith and Knowledge
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Most dictionaries describe maturity as the state of full development, of being full-grown, and as having
attained a final state or desired standard. A piece of fruit, as mentioned earlier, is mature, or ripe, when it has
completed its natural growth cycle and its appearance, color, aroma, and taste have reached what is
considered desirable. Maturity, therefore, is synonymous with excellence, completeness, even perfection.—
Isaiah 18:5; Matthew 5:45-48; James 1:4.
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Jehovah God is keenly interested in having all his worshipers advance to spiritual maturity. To that end, he
has made wonderful provisions within the Christian congregation. To the Christians in Ephesus, the apostle
Paul wrote: “He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelizers, some as shepherds and
teachers, with a view to the readjustment of the holy ones, for ministerial work, for the building up of the body
of the Christ, until we all attain to the oneness in the faith and in the accurate knowledge of the Son of God, to
a full-grown man, to the measure of stature that belongs to the fullness of the Christ; in order that we should no
longer be babes, tossed about as by waves and carried hither and thither by every wind of teaching by means
of the trickery of men, by means of cunning in contriving error.”—Ephesians 4:11-14.
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In these verses, Paul explained that among the reasons why God made such ample spiritual provisions in
the congregation are that all should „attain oneness in the faith and in accurate knowledge,‟ become “a fullgrown man,” and have the „measure of stature of Christ.‟ Only then will we be safe from being tossed about like
spiritual babes by false ideas and teachings. Thus we see the close relationship between advancing to
Christian maturity and gaining “oneness in the faith and in the accurate knowledge of the Son of God.” There
are a number of points in Paul‟s counsel we do well to take to heart.
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First, since “oneness” is to be observed, a mature Christian must be in unity and full harmony with fellow
believers as far as faith and knowledge are concerned. He does not advocate or insist on personal opinions or
harbor private ideas when it comes to Bible understanding. Rather, he has complete confidence in the truth as
it is revealed by Jehovah God through his Son, Jesus Christ, and “the faithful and discreet slave.” By regularly
taking in the spiritual food provided “at the proper time”—through Christian publications, meetings, assemblies,
and conventions—we can be sure that we maintain “oneness” with fellow Christians in faith and knowledge.—
Matthew 24:45.
Note: Below, in 1 Kings 13 is an example of trusting “Jehovah‟s Slave” when what he says is not in harmony
with God‟s revealed Word, which is truth that will never change. God‟s Word alone is always the final authority
not the “Slaves” rendering of it. The Apostle Paul said even if the “Slave” (meaning himself or any other
person) tells you something different than God‟s Word, always follow God‟s Word. The lesson here is have
private ideas from the slaves, if they agree with scripture, for you will stand alone before God and His Word on
the day of judgment. There will be no slave there nor will one be able to say that the slave told me to believe
this or that. Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened…
Acts 17:10 And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither
went into the synagogue of the Jews. 11 These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.
Gal 1:6-9 I marvel that ye are so soon removed from him that called you into the grace of Christ unto another
gospel: 7 Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and would pervert the gospel of Christ. 8
But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have preached
unto you, let him be accursed. 9 As we said before, so say I now again, If any man preach any other gospel
unto you than that ye have received, let him be accursed.
1Cor 15:1 Moreover, brethren, I declare unto you the gospel which I preached unto you, which also ye have
received, and wherein ye stand; 2 By which also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what I preached unto
you, unless ye have believed in vain. 3 For I delivered unto you first of all that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures; 4 And that he was buried, and that he rose again the third
day according to the scriptures:
Is this the same gospel (good news) that the Watchtower preaches? The answer is no! So then, what
is the obvious conclusion? You had better think about whatever someone is telling you the scripture
is saying or you will end up as the man of God did in 1 Kings Chapter thirteen—that is condemned!

1John 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false
prophets are gone out into the world.
1 John 4:1 NWT Beloved ones, do not believe every inspired expression, but test the inspired expressions to
see whether they originate with God, because many false prophets have gone forth into the world.
The Slave vs The Word Of God
1Kings 13:7 And the king said unto the man of God, Come home with me, and refresh thyself, and I will give
thee a reward.
8 And the man of God said unto the king, If thou wilt give me half thine house, I will not go in with thee, neither
will I eat bread nor drink water in this place:
9 For so was it charged me by the word of the LORD, saying, Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by
the same way that thou camest.
10 So he went another way, and returned not by the way that he came to Bethel.
11 Now there dwelt an old prophet in Bethel; and his sons came and told him all the works that the man of
God had done that day in Bethel: the words which he had spoken unto the king, them they told also to their
father.
12 And their father said unto them, What way went he? For his sons had seen what way the man of God went,
which came from Judah.
13 And he said unto his sons, Saddle me the ass. So they saddled him the ass: and he rode thereon,
14 And went after the man of God, and found him sitting under an oak: and he said unto him, Art thou the man
of God that camest from Judah? And he said, I am.
15 Then he said unto him, Come home with me, and eat bread.
16 And he said, I may not return with thee, nor go in with thee: neither will I eat bread nor drink water with thee
in this place:
17 For it was said to me by the word of the LORD, Thou shalt eat no bread nor drink water there, nor turn
again to go by the way that thou camest.
18 He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an angel spake unto me by the word of the LORD,
saying, Bring him back with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But he lied unto him.
19 So he went back with him, and did eat bread in his house, and drank water.
20 And it came to pass, as they sat at the table, that the word of the LORD came unto the prophet that
brought him back:
21 And he cried unto the man of God that came from Judah, saying, Thus saith the LORD, Forasmuch as thou
hast disobeyed the mouth of the LORD, and hast not kept the commandment which the LORD thy God
commanded thee,
22 But camest back, and hast eaten bread and drunk water in the place, of the which the LORD did say to
thee, Eat no bread, and drink no water; thy carcase shall not come unto the sepulchre of thy fathers.
23 And it came to pass, after he had eaten bread, and after he had drunk, that he saddled for him the ass, to
wit, for the prophet whom he had brought back.
24 And when he was gone, a lion met him by the way, and slew him: and his carcase was cast in the way, and
the ass stood by it, the lion also stood by the carcase.
25 And, behold, men passed by, and saw the carcase cast in the way, and the lion standing by the carcase:
and they came and told it in the city where the old prophet dwelt.
26 And when the prophet that brought him back from the way heard thereof, he said, It is the man of God, who
was disobedient unto the word of the LORD: therefore the LORD hath delivered him unto the lion, which hath
torn him, and slain him, according to the word of the LORD, which he spake unto him.

